MEN OF POWER
home and the teaching of Thomas Beard in the Free
School of Huntingdon had nourished those seeds.
Throughout England human liberties were increasingly
under attack by a despotic king. That attack was
striking closer and closer at the principles the Puritans
had been taught to hold dearer than life itself. Even
in the year of Cromweirs marriage, one hardy band
of men and women had chartered the "Mayflower"
and sailed away from intolerable conditions in Eng-
land to plant a new colony on the stern and rockbound
coast of America.
Conversion Experience. As the King's tyrannical
practices increased and the rift between his followers
and his opponents widened, hard times fell upon the
people, especially upon small landowners. Cromwell
found great difficulty in making his acres yield enough
to support his growing household. Whether from
worry over this, or from a maturing of the Puritan
ideas within him, or from a combination of these and
other causes, he went through a period of emotional
disturbance. This was somewhere around his twenty-
eighth year. It took the form of deep brooding and
extreme melancholy, followed by mystical religious
experiences. He frequently believed he was dying.
On one occasion he was certain a spirit had come to
him, assuring him that he would live and some day
become the greatest man in England.
Elected to Parliament.   After this inner turmoil he
manifested a marked scrupulousness in both private
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